luding at village
frequently joined
jwhen machtierns
level representas
rts than those ©
hetween ruler an
presided were
hurt, commandin
it suited them. T
t power and w

ae;

i

s-Edwards, M. E. Oweny

s, but there were some
ed: CR 202 (858).
Paul Russell, and Chris

ntury to the fifteenth century.! It was
finglish law and Canon Law; had the s
#iird class of law in the United Kingdom, a Volksrecht-
vl law tradition and the English common law.?
| The manuscripts of Welsh law divide into thre
samed after eminent lawyers noted in the prologues of each redaction: Iorw-
wth, Blegywryd and Cyfnerth.* The Latin manuscript
ere are eight manuscripts in the Iorwerth redaction,
ktters of the alphabet in the sigla assigned to them by

irk, Owen’s 4); Lond

Beaiarth 35 (G); NLW P

b separately in Liyfr Jorwerth (Wiliam, ¢
Journal 2 (1941), 33—-6. A facsimile copy o

§  lorwerth (Wiliam, ed.), an edition o

14

THE IORWERTH TRIADS

Sara Elin Roberts

of Hywel, was the system of law followed in Wales
buted to Hywel ap Cadell (Hywel Dda), d.
or 950, it survives in some forty manuscripts dating from the mid-thirteenth
a native legal system, distinct from both
ystem survived to this day, it would be a
system to join the Scottish

gith Hywel, the law
ughout the Middle Ages; attri

¢ Welsh groups or redactions,

s form a separate group.*
and they take up the first
Aneurin Owen. They
Aberystwyth, National Library of Wales, Peniarth 29 (The Black Book of
on, British Library, Cotton Titus D.ii (B); BL Cotton
Peniarth 32 (D); BL Additional MS. 14931 (E); NLW
eniarth 40 (K); and NLW Peniarth 39 (named Lew by
s Llyfr Colan, NLW Peniarth MS

igula A.iii (C); NLW

liam Maurice, it was not known to Owen).

D. Jenkins, ed. and trans., The Law of Hywel Dda: Law Texts from Medieval Wales (Llandysul,
1986), xxi.

2 T Jones Pierce,
Medieval Welsh So
369-89, at 379).

T M. Charles-Edwards, The Welsh Laws (Writers of Wales;
edited texts for each of the four redactions, but more recent s
are available; for Blegywryd, M. Richards, ed., Cyfreithiau Hywel Dda yn Ol Llawysgrif Coleg
yr lesu LVII, rev. edn (
" Blegywryd (Cardiff, 194

“The Law of Wales — the Last Phase’, THSC (1963), 7-32, at 20 (reprinted in
ciety: Selected Essays by T. Jones Pierce, ed. J. B. Smith (Cardiff, 1972),

Cardiff, 1989), 17-21. ALW presents
tudies of individual redactions

Cardiff, 1990), and see also S. J. Williams and J. E. Powell, ed., Liyfr
2); for Torwerth, A. Rh. Wiliam, ed., Llyfir lorwerth (Cardiff, 1960); for
Cyfnerth, WML.
H. D. Emanuel, ed., The Latin Texts of the Welsh Laws (Cardiff, 1967). The Latin texts were
reated as one redaction by Aneurin Owen, but in fact there are five Latin redactions, labelled
Latin A-E by Emanuel; cf. Charles-Edwards, The Welsh Laws, 31-5.

ALW vol. I xxv—xxxii (x—xiii in the folio version). Welsh law manuscripts are commonly referred
to using the siglum designated to each manuscript by Aneurin Owen. A more up-to-date list can
be found in Charles-Edwards, The Welsh Laws, 100-2; the lorwerth manuscripts are discussed
d.), xix—xx. For William Maurice and his use of the Welsh
ddfgrawn William Maurice’, National Library of Wales
f Torwerth A is available in J. G. Evans, The Chirk
rog, 1921), and the main printed text for the redaction is Liyfr
f Iorwerth B. Aneurin Owen’s main text for Iorwerth was from

law manuscripts, see D. Jenkins, ‘De

Codex of the Welsh Laws (Llanbed
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